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The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of absentee fathers on
African-American males’ behaviors. The dependent variables were psychological
disorders, drug/alcohol abuse, marital status, academic achievement, and criminal
activity. The independent variable was absentee fathers. The dependent variables were
operationalized by analyzing the effects of absentee fathers on African-American males’
behaviors.
A sample population of 86 African-American males between the ages of 18 and
65 from metro Atlanta, Georgia participated in this study. A 25-item questionnaire that
included demographic information and questions that addressed fatherhood was
administered to the voluntary participants in this study. All study participants signed an
informed consent and were notified of their rights to confidentiality and subsequent
withdrawal from the study. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS-X)
Was used for analysis of data.
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The study’s findings suggest that African-American males who grew up without
the presence of fathers exhibited various levels of emotional and or behavioral disorders
during their adulthood and later years, and that the most significant finding was the
relationship between use of alcohol and drugs among African American males with
absentee fathers.
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The Department of Interior classifies certain animal and bird kingdoms as
“endangered species.” This label is assigned to species that become scarce due to
adverse environmental conditions and the insatiable greed ofman to hunt and destroy
these animals for so-called sporting pleasure. Indeed, these animal species would soon
become extinct if it were not for certain laws and protective measures to ensure their
survival. “Endangered species,” however, are not limited to the animal and bird
kingdoms. In America, many human beings fall within this same category. Throughout
history human life has proven to be expendable in a world filled with violence and war
that ignores the social and physical needs ofmany of its inhabitants. There is no greater
example of this human neglect than the case ofAfrican-American males (Kunjufu, 1985),
which began with slavery and has continued throughout the years. The removal of
African-American fathers from their homes whether for sell, studding purposes,
entertainment or even for debt repayment to slaveholders, created a psychological
weakness and emotional instability that impacted the psychosocial well-being and
behavior ofAfrican-American males. The psychological instability of African-American
males has been the single biggest social problem in our society because it has a causal
relationship with many other social problems such as family discord, under-education.
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and unemployment experienced by African-American males (Clinton, 1995). These
problems are detrimental to the psyche, especially among African-American males as
they seek attachments and belongingness by “any means necessary.” Many males
gravitate towards gangs for belongingness and inclusion. Within these gangs young men
search for belongingness and a sense ofprotection; however they find themselves
engulfed in crime and “the street life,” which leads to incarceration, death, and or
addiction to drugs/alcohol. According to Goodman (1996), the presence ofAfrican-
American fathers and the insurance ofpersonal identity and belongingness can break this
cycle of abandonment and crime. The current study sought to identify outcomes of
absentee fathers among African-American males and how their absence impacted the
lives of those African-American men who participated in the current study.
Statement of the Problem
Family patterns are changing rapidly in the United States. The decline in marriage
is accompanied by the rise in divorce and a decline in the likelihood of remarriage
following a divorce, which has only been partially countered by the rise in cohabitation.
Moreover, the traditional expectations ofmarriage and childbearing have been
overshadowed by the increased numbers of children bom out ofwedlock, either in non-
martial cohabitation or in outside relationships. These changes impact not only the roles
and responsibilities ofmen and women within these relationships but their roles and
availability to their children. These changes in family patterns often result in a weaker
commitment ofwomen to men and ofmen to women; a weaker commitment by the
partners to their relationship; and very possibly a weaker commitment to their children.
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Today men and women are increasingly rejecting the conventional roles and
obligations of a traditional family as is evidenced by the rise in divorce and out of
wedlock childbearing. Low levels of financial and social support provided by absent
fathers to their children also are a concern. There are men who increasingly view
children and fatherhood solely as responsibility and obligation with minimum reward, as
well as fathers who emphasize the role of children as a source ofmeaning, happiness, and
stability.
Personal responsibility and income also impact parenthood. Research illustrates
that children are increasingly seen as interfering with the spousal relationship (Veroff,
Douvan, & Kulka, 1981). As young men and women in the United States claim to value
marriage and children, their attitudes toward family formation and the rising costs of
child rearing appear to be secondary to their need for materialism and aspirations for
expensive consumer goods (Crimmins, Easterlin, & Saito, 1991). Crimmins, Easterlin,
and Saito (1991) also reported that adolescent males are significantly more likely than
females to value such goods and rate owning such goods as very important, suggesting a
higher priority of spending on themselves rather than providing for the expenses of a
family.
For purposes of this study, father is defined as a man who produced a biological
child. This status is fixed, such that, once a man becomes a father he is always a father.
He subsequently may have more children or his responsibilities and activities may change
due to divorce, or children leaving home, or for other reasons, but he is always a father
with responsibilities. Fatherhood, then, is a status attained by having a child and is
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irrevocable (unless an only child dies). In the contemporary research literature, the term
fatherhood is used interchangeably with the term fathering and includes beyond the
procreative act itself, all the child rearing roles, activities, duties, and responsibilities that
fathers are expected to perform and fulfill. Furthermore while these definitions once
implied biological fathers only, with the rapid changes in today’s family structure they
now include non biological fathers as well as adoptive fathers. The current study uses
“fatherhood” to include both child rearing responsibilities and fathering activities,
regardless of whether they are carried out by biological or non biological fathers. This
study also drew upon “the meaning of fatherhood for men” as defined by the men in this
study, which assimilates the behavioral perspective. This perspective embraces parenting
roles, responsibilities and duties. The attitudinal perspective, the status of being a father,
is not utilized in this study.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of absentee fathers on
African-American males’ adult behaviors. The dependent variables were drug/alcohol
use, employment, and criminal activity; and the independent variable was absentee
fathers. The dependent variables were operationalized by analyzing the effects of
absentee fathers upon African-American males’ adult behaviors in each of these areas.
A sample population of 86 African-American males between the ages of 18 and
65 from metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia participated in this study. A 25-item
questionnaire that included demographic information and questions that addressed
fatherhood was administered to the voluntary participants in this study.
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The study’s findings suggest that African-American males in this study who grew
up without the presence of fathers exhibited various levels of emotional and or behavioral
disorders during their adulthood and later years; and that their most prevalent behavior
was the use of alcohol and drugs.
Research Questions
The following three research questions guided this study.
1. Is there a relationship between employment and absentee fathers among
African-American males?
2. Is there a relationship between criminal activity and absentee fathers among
African-American males?
3. Is there a relationship between alcohol/drug use and absentee fathers among
African-American males?
Hypotheses
The null hypotheses of the study were as follows:
Hoi: There is no statistical significance relationship between employment
and absentee fathers among African-American males.
Ho2: There is no relationship between criminal activity and absentee fathers
among African-American males.
Ho3: There is no relationship between alcohol/drug use and absentee fathers
among African-American males.
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Significance of the Study
The absence of fathers in the home has profound consequences for males. Almost
75% ofAfrican-American males living in single-parent households experience poverty
before their 11*** birthday, compared to only 20% ofmales in two parent households.
Males who grow up without their fathers also are more likely to fail in school or to drop
out, experience behavioral or emotional problems that require psychiatric treatment,
engage in early sexual activity, and or develop drug and alcohol problems.
Males growing up without fathers especially are likely to experience violence.
Violent criminals are overwhelmingly males who grew up without fathers, including up
to 60% of rapists, 75% of adolescents charged with murder, and 70% ofjuveniles in state
reform institutions. Males who grow up without fathers also are three times more likely
to commit suicide as adolescents and to be victims of child abuse or neglect (Horn,
Blackenhom, & Pearlstein, 1999).
In light of these data, Bronfenbrenner (1990), a noted developmental
psychologist, has concluded:
Controlling for factors such as low income, children growing up in
[father absent] households are at a greater risk for experiencing a variety
ofbehavioral and educational problems, including extremes of
hyperactivity and withdrawal; lack of attentiveness in the classrooms;
difficulty in deferring gratification; impaired academic achievement;
school misbehavior; absenteeism; dropping out; involvement in socially
alienated peer groups, and the so called ‘teenage syndrome’ of behaviors
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that tend to hang together-smoking, drinking, early and frequent sexual
experience, and in the more extreme cases, drugs, suicide, vandalism,
violence, and criminal acts. (p. 55)
If ever there was a problem in need of a broad-based social movement, it is
fatherhood. Evidence-based research suggests that society can expect little improvement
in the well-being of either our males or our communities without a restoration of
responsibility and commitment to fatherhood as a valued, respected, and widely practiced
institution.
As important as this research is, it does have limitations. Due to time constraints,
this study was correlational, which means that it does not show a cause and effect
relationship. This research shows the relationship that exists between absent fathers and
adult behaviors, but it does not show that certain variables related to absent fathers cause
the identified adult behaviors. This was important in evaluating the findings of this
study. This study also is limited in its sample population, which was derived from a
sample of convenience that is not inclusive of all African-American men and therefore
can not be generalized to African-American men outside this study.
CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Cultural Images of Fatherhood
Historical images of fatherhood include the “breadwinner role,” “moral overseer,”
“sex role modeP’and “nurturer” (Furstenberg, 1988b; Griswold, 1993; Pleck, 1987;
Wilkie, 1993). The social constructionist perspective of fatherhood invites analyses of
the specific types of fatherhood images according to socio-historical contexts, culture,
and individuals’ social background (e.g., race, class, religious affiliation). This
perspective further suggests that particular images are shaped by social factors (e.g.,
increased rate ofwoman’s labor force participation and the shift to a service-based
economy). LaRossa (1988) posited that current expectations that are commonly
associated with mainstream ideal images of the “good father” are typically not consistent
with fathers’ actual behaviors; and that part of this asynchrony is due to the public’s
erroneous assumptions about who is caring for working mothers’ children (Pleck, 1985).
Unlike LaRossa (1988), whose discussion of the culture of fatherhood tended to focus
specifically on positive images, Furstenberg (1988b) examined the “good dad, bad dad”
dichotomy that was precipitated by the declining division of labor in family life (Gerson,
1993; Griswold, 1993). Furstenberg (1988b) suggested that the public has been
inundated with coexisted, competing images of fatherhood that involved nurturing father
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versus the uninvolved, “deadbeat” father who ignores his paternal obligations. These
opposing images have been reinforced by fathers’ rights and mothers’ groups in their
efforts to shape public discourse and legislation associated with fathers’ rights and
obligations (Bertoia & Drakich 1990; Coltrane & Hickman, 1992). Although negative
images of fathers are not new to the cultural landscape (LaRossa, Gordon, Wilson,
Bairan, & Jaret, 1991), such images may have become more prominent in recent years
due to greater media exposure. Furthermore problems associated with the high rates of
divorce and out ofwedlock childbearing (Ahlburg & De Vita, 1992) created narrow
stereotypical images of nonresident fathers, which have become more common and
pejorative. Griswold (1993) and Segal (1990) suggested that the image of fatherhood is
being tainted by increased public awareness of the pervasiveness and magnitude of
fathers’ sexual abuse of children. Unfortunately, reliable data are not available to
document the extent to which the general public embraces these negative (or positive)
images. Moreover the difficulty in determining whether media representations of
fatherhood alter people’s perceptions, or merely reflect and reinforce preexisting ideals
and stereotypes, is a classic dilemma common to media research. Current researchers
only speculate about how media affects the types and strengths of fatherhood images. For
example, that the widespread visualization of new and positive images of fatherhood
through advertisements may have prompted growing numbers ofmen to “go public” with
their children to satisfy their personal need to be known as good fathers.
IfFurstenberg’s (1988b) thesis about the polarization of fatherhood images is
accurate, such a cultural climate could facilitate a social comparison process whereby
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individuals (men, women, and children) develop perceptions about their own or someone
else’s fathering behaviors by comparing themselves (or others) with the ideal and
stereotypical images with which they have become familiar. On the other hand,
individuals who internalize the norms, values, and beliefs associated with the positive
image of the nurturing “new father” may base their evaluation of specific fathers on
higher than average role expectations and conclude that their own expectations are not
being fulfilled. Still other individuals may maintain a positive perception of themselves
(or a referent father) if they perceive that they (or a referent father) are more involved
than the publicly disparaged “deadbeat” fathers who show little if any interest in their
children.
Two important factors that affect the “good dad, bad dad” imagery are race and
social class. Although the current researcher found no data to address this issue directly,
public perceptions of African-American fathers in general tend to be more negative than
public perceptions ofwhite fathers. The general consensus appears to suggest that many
whites stereotypically perceive black fathers as inner city, hyper-masculine, males who
are financially irresponsible and uninvolved in their children’s lives. Researchers also
have been accused ofperpetuating this stereotype by studying primarily poor black
fathers at the expense of their middle class counterparts. Ironically, one possible
consequence of the pervasiveness of these negative images is that both whites and blacks
may develop a favorable and exaggerated view of individual black fathers who act
responsibly toward their children.
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The extent to which class, independent of race, is related to fatherhood images
and individuals’ evaluation of fathers’ behaviors is less clear (Entwisle & Doering, 1988).
Historically males who rejected their fatherhood roles were more likely to be
economically disadvantaged, but the significance of class in the role of fatherhood
appears to have declined in recent years partly because ofmiddle class men’s growing
emphasis on individualism (Ehrenreich, 1983; Furstenberg, 1988b). Meanwhile,
Griswold (1993) observed that social class played and continues to play a major role in
shaping fatherhood imagery. In observing how the “new father” image is decidedly
middle class, he wrote:
The new fatherhood thus becomes part of a middle class strategy of
survival in which men accommodate to the realities of their wives’
careers and the decline of their breadwinning capabilities. For these men,
pushing a pram [baby carriage] becomes less the sign of a wimp than a
public symbol of their commitment to a more refined, progressive set of
values than those held by working class men still imprisoned by outdated
ideas ofmasculinity, (p. 136)
The generic cultural images of fatherhood tend to assume that the father and child
are related biologically or at least through adoption. The ambiguity of the stepfather
status is illustrated by findings fi-om the National Survey ofFamilies and Households
(NSFH), that 31% of stepfathers felt that it was at least “somewhat true” that it was hard
to get relatives to treat stepchildren the same as their own children (Marsiglio, 1995).
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New Black Family
In 1998, only 68% of all children in the United States lived with both parents; and
in 2002 more than half of all children spent at least some part of their childhood in a
single-parent family (Lang & Zagorsky, 2000). In 2000, two in five children in families
headed by single women (39.7%) were poor compared to only 8.1% of children in
married families (U.S. Census Bureau, 2000).
These changes in family structure have led to the increase in child poverty
between the early 1970s and the 1990s (Lemman, 1996; Sawhill, 1999). Additionally,
this shift towards single-parent families may have contributed to higher incidences of
other social problems, such as higher rates of school dropouts, of alcohol and drug use, of
adolescent pregnancy and childbearing, and ofjuvenile delinquency (Lang & Zagorsky,
2000; Mclanahan & Sandefur, 1994).
Nearly 70% ofAfrican-American children are bom to unwed parents. The
changing family dynamics of the black community are just as dramatic when viewed in
other ways: 86% of today’s young black women are single when they have their first
child. The reasons for this date back to slavery and to today’s high-skilled economy in
which black men continue to stmggle, while many black women stride along. Add to this
phenomenon relaxed sexual mores, cynicism among children of divorce, and the fact that
the social stigma of having an “illegitimate” child has all but been erased.
This new family dynamic holds broad and profound implications. Research
shows that children, adults and communities all benefit when families have a strong
marriage as their foundation. Single parents disproportionately stmggle financially; their
13
children more frequently suffer serious health, social and academic problems. Although
single black women such as the mother ofDr. Benjamin Carson have for generations
raised children who become healthy, successful adults, some social researchers and
public policy experts of the 21®* century state that the Eurocentric ideal of family is an
unrealistic model for African-American families.
African-American males seem both hesitant to condemn and reluctant to embrace
the Eurocentric ideal, whose pattern of behavior is rooted in economic and social
inequality. Many of today’s black men are not ready to marry and support a family. For
one thing, 10% of black men ages 25 to 29 are incarcerated. This is the peak time for
them to develop their skills, get job experience, build relationships and begin to establish
families. Secondary to high incarceration rates, many young African-American men
continue to face disproportionate social ills such as limited job opportunities, under¬
education, and discrimination.
These modem realities lead noted sociologist William Julius Wilson to believe
single parenthood is a detrimental option for black families. “We should not accept
unwed parenting as a practical adaptation to modem realities,” says Wilson (p. 109), the
Lewis P. and Linda L. Geyers University Professor at Harvard University. The high
number of out-of-wedlock births in the black community has long-term adverse
consequences for the relative economic status ofAfrican-American families and social
outcomes of children in a country such as the United States. Wilson, along with
Columbia University Social Work Professor Ronald Mincy Sr., is among those who
believe that having a large number of black children bom to single parents threatens the
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future of the black community as a whole, and the well-being of generations of black
children in particular.
ProfessorMincy (as cited in The Crisis, 1994), one of the most prominent
contemporary researchers on black families and fatherhood, reports that older African-
Americans have been slow to question the sexual behaviors and choices of today’s young
adults. “Older black Americans have lost their moral authority,” explains Professor
Mincy, “because we do not advocate that having kids without marriage is a problem, and
we have not been attentive to how we take care of future generations of children” (p. 2).
He goes on to state that “when people in my generation look at their grandchildren, the
word ‘epidemic’ comes to mind” (p. 3).
In today’s society. Big Mamas don’t rant and rave the way they used to
when a single daughter or granddaughter turned up pregnant. Fathers
and uncles don’t go for their shotguns. The rush to the altar because a
baby is on the way is not nearly as common as it was just a generation
ago and, increasingly, extended families support the decision to remain
single, (p. 3)
Impact of Incarceration on the African-American Family
Supervision within the criminal justice system has operated to drive a wedge
between African-American men and their children. The rate which African-American
men are involved in the criminal justice system whether through incarceration, probation,
or parole has direct impact on family relationships, especially father-child relationships.
The loss of father presence, guidance, support, relationship building, and role modeling
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behaviors has serious psychological and social ramifications upon family and child
development. Young African-American males are most affected because of their
assimilation with their fathers. Stigma, social attitudes, self esteem, and reduced self
confidence are all impacted by the absent father. African-American families continue to
be psychologically, physically and materially harmed by absent fathers through forced
poverty, homelessness and deceased quality of life.
The basic freedoms described by W. E. B. DuBois in The Souls ofBlack Folk
early in the last century remain unattainable for nearly half of the 1.8 million Americans
(Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1999) who continue to be entangled within the legal system,
especially African-Americans. The freedom to create and adequately care for family
does not exist for incarcerated African-American men.
The rate at which African-Americans have been jailed has increased drastically
from the 1980s through the 1990s. In 1985, the incarceration rate ofAfrican-Americans
was 368 per 100,000 in the population. By 1995, this figure was almost doubled at 725
per 100,000 in the population (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1999). The survival needs of
these families also increased during this time period.
Almost half of incarcerated men are African-American fathers. While the
common portrayal of the incarcerated African-American male includes the depiction of a
loner, a social misfit, or an individual who has been totally separated from the workings
of society, the reality is that many of these men are young, and many of them have
formed families separate from their families of origin.
16
Many of these men worry about how their spouses and children are faring in their
absence. Financial difficulties faced by their families figure largely in the concern of
many of these men since a majority of them contributed in some fashion to the finances
of their families prior to incarceration.
Part of this perceived loss ofefficacy for these men stem from the loss ofwhat
has been termed “the good provider role.” This role involves the rights, responsibilities
and expectations formed by a man who operates as the sole breadwinner for his family.
Over time, the African-American man’s identity is shaped and bolstered by this important
familial role. Jesse Bernard (1982) documented how the good provider role previously
enjoyed by men for roughly the last 150 years has, unfortunately, been declining. Due to
changes in the occupational structure, as society moved away from a manufacturing-
based economy, families have faced the necessity of the dual-wage earner household.
These changes have brought grief to the identities ofmany American men.
William Julius Wilson (1999) documented that a decline in the American
manufacturing sector for the last 50 years differentially impacted Afncan-American
families through transfers, layoffs, downsizing, and in-kind benefits. Society has
virtually ignored the impact ofjoblessness in explaining marital instability in the Afncan-
American family (Wilson, 1987). Factors that operate to remove African-American men
from gainful employment, including incarceration, negatively impact both these men and
their family unit economically, socially, and emotionally. This perspective differs wildly
from the culture-of-poverty based explanation for family disruption that was common in
earlier decades. African-Americans and whites differ significantly in occupations and
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income, with about one-third of blacks living below the poverty line compared to about
9% ofwhites; and African-Americans consistently are twice as likely as whites to be
unemployed.
Attitudes towards Black Men
The plight of the black man has reached such startling dimensions that he is often
viewed as an endangered species (Leavy, 1983). Leavy stated the following: “An
endangered species is one that suffers a serious reduction in population and faces a threat
ofextinction because of its exposure to unfavorable social and environmental conditions
that in one way or another, removes him from civilian population” (p. 41).
Leavy also believes that black man’s creative ability and ingenuity will help him
overcome physical, social, medical, and psychological conditions that consistently and
routinely threaten him. This positive image of the black man, unfortunately, is dissimilar
to the views ofmany Americans. Evidence documents that black men’s problems, which
are overwhelming qualitatively and quantitatively different from experience of other
groups (Wilkinson & Taylor, 1997), is abundant. Black men are the first victims, first
jailed, first killed in the streets, first underemployment, first fired, first confined to mental
institutions, first imprisoned, first lynched, first involved in drugs and alcohol, first mis-
educated, first denied medical treatment, first in suicide, first to be divorced, first denied
normal benefits of this country, and first to be blamed for “black” problems (Ginzburg,
1969; Madhubuti, 1990). Information derived from the 1990 U. S. Census Bureau
figures documents that when compared with other groups, the African-American man has
a lower labor participation rate, high school graduation rate, and college enrollment rate
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while possessing higher unemployment rates (U. S. Bureau of the Census, 1990). Also,
when compared with percentage of population, the black man has a higher incarceration
and homicide rate.
The scientific and popular literature suggests and shows that the black man’s
situation, performance, and achievements differ from other racial and gender groups on a
variety of dimensions. However, a lack of agreement exists concerning the reasons for
these differences. A factor that must be considered in any attempts to determine the uses
for the differential performance behavior and achievement of black men is the attitude of
the individual examining or investigating the situation. Specifically, racial and gender
stereotyping must be considered when examining the plight of the black man (Staples,
1978).
Staples (1978) believed that social, culture, economical, environmental, and
institutional forces are among the myriad of conditions that may have some effect on
black men’s inability to serve as effective providers, contributions, leaders, fathers, and
husbands. Generally, black men are confronted with “special” problems related to
institutional and environmental racism that often do not prepare or help them to fulfill
masculinity roles. What may be more difficult for researchers to measure, but
significantly contributory to the dismal plight of black men, may be the attitudes and
values of others (Staples, 1987).
Stigmas and stereotype about black men are diffused in American racial
mythology by means of cultural indoctrination or socialization. Besides the problems
created by institutional and overt discrimination, black men frequently encounter
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negative stereotyping that exists at all levels regarding their being socially constricted,
insecure in their male identity, and documents that some individuals and groups have
negative perceptions and opinions of the African-American man {Ebony Magazine,
1983). This Ebony magazine article identified and discussed what some consider being
the 10 greatest myths about black men. These myths, and other stereotypes, have been
constant and pervasive and have helped stymie black men’s assimilation into the
American mainstream. The 10 myths are that black men (a) are naturally gifted athletes,
(b) cannot sustain stable relationships, (c) are sexually superior, (d) lack business ability,
(e) have no talent for science,(f) are usually endowed physically, (g) are lazy and
shiftless, (h) crave white women, (i) are prone to be violent, and (j) are docile and
subservient.
Gibbs (1988) developed a classification system to describe how the media
normally identifies black men. She stated that “Black males are portrayed by the mass
media in a limited number of roles, most of them deviant, dangerous, and dysfunctional”
(Gibbs, 1998, p. 2). She listed “Five D’s” that she believes are commonly used to
describe many black men. The “Five D’s” are (a) deviant,(b) disturbed, (c) delinquent,
(d) disadvantaged, and (e) dumb. She suggested that these images reinforce the long-held
view ofmany that young black males are somehow less than human, and therefore
providing educators, politicians and business executives with a justification to ignore
black males’ problems, dismiss their needs and blame them for a host of ills afflicting
American society. In addition, a series of interrelated myths and labels have been
assigned to the African-American man. He has been and is still viewed by some as
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childlike, and this is a source of amusement. He has also been seen as contented with
enslavement and described in folklore as a docile and happy slave. Also before and after
his emancipation, he was viewed as “different” in mind and body (Wilkinson & Taylor,
1977). These beliefs represent some of the negative stereotypes black men frequently
encoimter concerning their manhood (Lee, 1987). Many of these myths are based on
racial stereotyping and not on facts. The importance of the relationship between attitudes
and behavior has been widely discussed, researched, and debated in the professional
literature. Because attitudes are not observable, their existence is inferred from behavior
(Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975). Attitudes may result in differential subjective responses by
other groups toward the black man. Educational instructional strategies and quality of
medical treatment are among the services affected by the attitudes of individuals towards
groups (Kozol, 1991). It is these attitudes and myths that plague the black male that also
contributes to lowered self-esteem, delinquency, and under-education, by limiting their
opportunities and access to equal treatment.
Theoretical Framework
The theoretical basis for this study is the Strengths Perspective. The Strengths
Perspective hypothesizes that fatherhood depends on the simultaneous occurrence of
three classes of factors. The first factor shifting our habits ofmind to make fatherhood
issues salient and relevant for survival. The second factor is solving problems from a
strengths perspective to better enhance the African-American male thinking process.
This is often termed perceived threat. The last factor is being conscious and committed
to our communities.
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The realization of the perceived threat is used to cause change in the priority
population. The lack of change within absentee fathers is represented as perceived
barriers for the African-American family.
CHAPTER III
METHODOLOGY
Chapter III presents the methods and procedures that were used in conducting the
outcome questionnaire. The following are described: research design, description of the
site, sample and population, treatment of data, and limitations of the study.
Research Design
The current study used a quantitative, fixed method, descriptive design. The goal
of this research was to determine whether a relationship exists between absent fathers and
African-American males’ adult behaviors. The dependent variables were psychological
disorders, drug/alcohol abuse, marital status, academic achievement, and criminal
activity; and the independent variable was absentee father. The dependent variables were
operationalized by analyzing the effects of absentee fathers upon African-American
males’ adult behaviors. The study was conducted with a sample of 86 African-American
men in metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia.
Sample Population
The sample used for this research was a non-probability sample accrued based
upon a matter of convenience. The sample represented African-American males from a
local public housing facility, an Elks Lodge, graduate students from a local Historically
Black College and University, and the researcher’s church congregation.
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The study sample included 86 African-American males between the ages of 18
and 65 who self-identified as African-American men raised by a single mother whose
African-American father was not in the home.
Procedures
Procedures to Protect Participants.
Approval to conduct this research was granted by the Whitney M. Young, Jr.,
School of Social Work. An informed consent letter that explained the research to the
participants was given to each participant prior to their voluntary participation in this
study. Included in this letter were the benefits of the study, participants’ right to
confidentiality and to withdraw from the study at any time prior to data analysis and a
contact number for the researcher in the event of subsequent questions or need for
information regarding the study.
A coding system was devised as a means to protect participant confidentiality.
Each consent letter and attached questionnaire was given a number, and participants kept
one signed copy of the consent letter with the coded number. The researcher maintained
the second copy of the consent letter. Only the researcher collected the consent forms.
This system insured participant confidentiality and served as a means for the researcher
to identify the participant’s survey in the event they later chose to withdraw from the
study. The participant was told to call the researcher and give the researcher the coded
number in the upper right hand comer of the consent letter. The researcher would then
pull that corresponding questionnaire from the data and shred it.
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Instrument
Participants in this study were asked to complete a 25-item questionnaire that
included demographic information and questions related to fatherhood. This
questionnaire asked participants questions about their childhood experiences, feelings
regarding their absent father, and situations and events within their lives. The
questionnaire was based upon a review of the literature and was reviewed by Dr. Robert
Waymer, a Research Professor within the School of Social Work and Dr. Narviar C.
Calloway, the researcher’s thesis advisor. The questionnaire was also pre-tested with a
sample of two volunteers to determine its significance in obtaining appropriate data.
Collection Procedures
The researcher met with groups ofAfrican-American males that volunteered from
a local public housing facility, an Elks Lodge, graduate students from a local Historically
Black College and University, and from the researcher’s church congregation. A
recruitment notice for the study was placed on the bulletin board of the housing facility,
the Elks Lodge, and in the church bulletin. Word ofmouth solicitations was used at the
Historically Black College and University.
Prior to the distribution of consent letters and self-administration of the
questionnaire, the researcher introduced himself to voluntary participants and spoke
about the focus of the study. The researcher reviewed the contents of the consent letter
and questionnaire and asked the participants if there were any questions. When there
were none, the researcher instructed the voluntary participants to sign the consent letter
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and to keep one copy of the consent letter for their records in the event they chose to
withdraw from the study at a later date, prior to data analysis.
Changes to the Research Design
Based upon feedback from the school’s research professor, the questionnaire was
modified and restructured for easier coding, analysis and readability.
Treatment ofData
The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS-X) package was used to
analyze research data. The analysis utilized descriptive statistics, which included
measures of central tendency and frequencies. A demographic profile was developed on
the participants. A Likert scale (1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Agree, 4 =
Strongly Agree) was utilized to generate frequency distributions in order to analyze
participant perceptions. Cross tabulation was utilized to calculate chi square which was
used as the main variables of the study. Cross tabulation was conducted on African-
American males in the metro Atlanta area.
Limitations of the Study
The most immediate limitations of this study were the limited number of low-
income African-American males available to participate in the study, and the inability to




This chapter presents the research findings for the current study. The chapter is
divided into two sections. Section I identifies the demographics of he research
participants and Section II presents findings from the three research questions that guided
this study.
Demographics of the Research Population
The respondents in this study consisted of 85 African-American men and one
African-American male who self-identified as female/cross gendered between the ages of
16 and 65. Twenty-seven percent (n = 23) of the participants reported some college; 30%
(n = 26) reported being a college graduate; and 5% (n = 4) reported having an advanced
degree. Ninety-seven percent (n = 3) of the participants self identified as African-
American and 3.5% (n = 3) self identified as other. Seventy percent (n = 60) of the
participants reported their marital status as “never married” and 20% (n = 17) reported
“married.” The majority of the men in this study had an earned income of less than
$20,000 (54%, n = 46). Sixty-seven percent of the respondents (n = 58) stated that they
did not have children; and 33% (n = 28) stated that they had children. Fifty-five percent
(n = 47) of the respondents reported that their fathers were not in their household and
45% (n = 39) of the respondents reported their fathers to be in the household. The
respondents were evenly split (50%, n = 43) in reporting the presence of their fathers at
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their extra-curricular activities. Sixty-two percent (n = 53) of the respondents in this
study reported that their fathers were employed and 38%(n = 33) reported that their
fathers did not work. See Table 1 for a demographic profile of study respondents.
Table 1
Demographic Profile ofStudy Respondents
Variable Frequency Percent
Age Group









High School Graduate 27 31.4
Vocational School 3 3.5
Some College 23 26.7
College Graduate 26 30.2
Advanced Degree 4 4.7
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Hypotheses
Hoi: There is no statistical significant relationship between employment and
absentee fathers among African-American males.
Findings
As shown in Table 2, of the 39 absentee fathers, 45.3% indicated that their
employment situation was the main cause for their being an absentee father. Of the
respondents, 18 or 20.9% indicated that they were unemployed while 21 or 24.4%
indicated that they were employed. The relationship between employment and absentee
fathers (chi square = .176) was not significant at the .05 level ofprobability; therefore
Hoi is accepted. Table 2 shows the results of chi-square tests.
Table 2
Relationship between Employment andAbsentee Fathers
Crosstabulation ofEmployment and Absentee Fathers (N = 86)
Absentee Fathers
Yes No Total
Employment # % # % # %
Unemployed 18 20.9 15 17.4 33 38.4
Employed 21 24.4 32 37.2 53 61.6
Total 39 45.3 47 54.7 86 100.0
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Ho2: There is no relationship between criminal activity and absentee fathers
among African-American males.
Findings
As shown in Table 3, of the 39 absentee fathers, 45.3% indicated that their
involvement in criminal activity was their main cause for being an absentee father. Of
the respondents, 10 or 11.6% agreed they were involved in criminal activity while 29 or
33.7% disagreed that they were involved in criminal activity. The relationship between
criminal activity and absentee fathers (chi square = .295) was not statistical significant at
the .05 level of probability; therefore Hypothesis 2 is accepted.
Table 3
Relationship between CriminalActivity andAbsentee Fathers
Crosstabulation ofCriminal Activity and Absentee Fathers (N = 86)
Absentee Fathers
Yes No Total
Criminal Activity # % # % # %
Agree 10 11.6 17 19.8 21 31.4
Disagree 29 33.7 30 34.9 59 68.6
Total 39 45.3 47 54.7 86 100.0
df= 1 chi square = .295
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Ho3: There is no relationship between alcohol/drug use and absentee fathers
among African-American males.
Findings
As shown in Table 4, of the 39 absentee fathers, 45.3% indicated that their drug and
alcohol use was the main cause for their being an absentee father. Of the respondents, 6
or 7.0% agreed they were involved in drug and alcohol use while 33 or 38.4% disagreed
that were involved in drug and alcohol use. The relationship between drug and alcohol
use and absentee fathers (chi square = .004) was statistical significant at the .05 level of
probability; therefore Hypothesis 3 is rejected.
Table 4
Relationship between Alcohol/Drug Use and Father in the Household
Crosstabulation ofDrug and Alcohol Use and Father in the Household (N = 86)
Absentee Fathers
Yes No Total
Drug and Alcohol Use
Agree 6 7.0 21 24.4 27 31.4
Disagree 33 38.4 26 30.2 59 68.6
Total 39 45.3 47 54.7 86 100.0
df= 1 chi square = .004
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Summary
The findings from this study showed that participant’s fathers who were in the
household from birth to age 17 were less likely to abuse drugs and or alcohol than those
fathers who were not in the household.
CHAPTER V
DISCUSSION
The current study was designed to examine the effects of absentee fathers on
African-American males’ behavior. Three dependent variables were used to determine
whether a relationship existed between adult male behaviors and the presence or absence
of fathers from birth through 17 years of age. These dependent variables were
employment, criminal activity, and alcohol/drug use among African-American fathers.
This study refutes the findings of Lang and Zagorsky (2000) and Mclanahan and
Sandefur (1994) who identified a relationship between alcohol and drug use and absentee
fathers. Both Lang and Zagorsky and McLanahan and Sandefur found that youth of
absentee fathers were more likely to abuse alcohol and drugs during adolescent and
adulthood years than their counterparts whose fathers did not abuse alcohol or drugs.
The current study found that fathers who were in the household were less likely to
abuse alcohol and drugs than fathers outside the household. When participants were
asked about their own drinking and drugging patterns, 78% responded that they either
disagreed or strongly disagreed that they have a drinking or drug problem. Only eight
participants, or 9%, reported that they have a drinking or drug problem.
This study also was unable to determine whether absentee father was a causal
factor in this group’s drinking and drugging behaviors or whether there were other factors
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such as economics, divorce, environmental or other psychosocial factors, as suggested by
their own absent fathers.
Twenty-three percent of the participants reported having a medical diagnosis but
the type ofdiagnosis was not identified. Therefore the presence ofmental illness or the
degree to which DSM-IV diagnoses existed within this population group was not
measured.
The current study also found that the largest percent of employed participants in
this study had absent fathers, but the reasons for these fathers’ absences is not known.
Absent fathers may result from death, divorce, rejection/denial of responsibility, mental
illness or even lack of knowledge about status as a father. The majority ofmen in this
study were employed (61.6% vs. 38.4%). Over half of the study population, 53%, had
some college or better. It could be that the educational level and income ofAfrican-
American men are better predictors of adult behaviors than father presence. It appears
that the men in this study were evenly distributed in terms of the presence of fathers at
extra-curricular activities. This suggests that even though fathers may not have been
present in the home, they still maintained some degree of contact and participation in the
lives of this study’s participants.
Seventy percent of the study’s participants reported never being married. This
raises the question ofwhether absentee fathers impact young men’s decisions not to
marry, or whether there are other variables not explored in this study.
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Implications for Social Work Practice
The findings for this study have serious implications for social work practice.
Responsible fatherhood is a major initiative in today’s society and social workers work
with children and families on a daily basis. Many of the children with whom social
worker engage come from single parent households. It will be important to identify and
understand those variables that contribute to absent fathers in order to strengthen African-
American children and families. For example, working with a family whose father’s
absence is the result of incarceration requires different skill sets than working with a
family whose father’s absence is due to rejection of responsibility. The challenge to
work successfully with absent fathers often is related to economics, housing,
employability, education, environment and politics. The need for life skills training,
heightened employability, self sustenance planning, and sensitivity to father feelings,
emotions, and needs are critical factors in developing reunification programs and in
implementing policy changes in support of fathers. It is the responsibility of social
workers to become advocates for change, to address the political arena and legal
mandates regarding fatherhood and father rights, and to become involved in social
advocacy so as to prepare absent fathers for successful, viable futures with their children
and to enhance their ability to become self-supportive, productive and accessible to their
children.
Future Research
Additional research is needed with more diverse groups. Such studies should
incorporate a larger sample size, more even distribution among demographics and larger
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geographic areas. The current sample population’s educational attainment and financial
statue may be quite different from the greater population. Another consideration is to
explore causal relationships and behavior outcomes between absent father, adult
behaviors, and the impact of strong role models and extended family.
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